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Summary.Population size estimation based on a capture–recapture experiment under a triple-
record system is an interesting problem in various fields including epidemiology and population
studies. In many real life scenarios, there is inherent dependence between capture and recapture
attempts. We propose a novel model that successfully incorporates the possible dependence
and the associated parameters have nice interpretations. We provide estimation methodology
for the population size and the associated model parameters based on the maximum likelihood
method.The model proposed is applied to analyse real data sets from public health and census
coverage evaluation studies. The performance of the estimate proposed is evaluated through
extensive simulation study and the results are compared with existing competitors. The results
exhibit superiority of the model over the existing competitors both in real data analysis and in a
simulation study.
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1. Introduction

Estimation of population size or the number of vital events that have occurred, during a given
time span, is a relevant statistical problem in various scientific disciplines including epidemi-
ology, population studies and life sciences. Federal agencies are generally interested in such
estimates for planning and policy formulation. In general, a census or any registration system
often fails to capture all the individuals and that leads to undercoverage of the population un-
der consideration. However, in some instances, duplicate records or members outside the target
population are included in the census or any other registers because of erroneous enumeration.
This issue is known as overcoverage, and it is a common practice to identify and remove the
erroneous inclusions through administrative follow-up actions (Chipperfield et al., 2017) or to
adjust the census data on the basis of an estimate of the overcoverage rate (Zhang, 2015). In this
paper, we focus only on the issues that are related to the commonly encountered problem of un-
dercoverage, assuming that the available data are free from any erroneous inclusion. To reduce
the undercoverage error, information from more than one attempt needs to be considered. The
data that are obtained from various sources are summarized by matching the lists of captured
individuals and analysed to obtain an estimate of the unknown population size (Rastogi and
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